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“We are “looking Porward +o 1945 with the hope that the Victory — 
Garden program will be as successful as it was this year. And with your - 
help in planning next year's program and the continued. support of the 
thousands of individuals and -orgenizations that made possible this year's 
BA i suvcessful program we ene ue that cana ed Gardens can Rey ‘OS. PHROR Eee abe art 
pose OAS as ini1944.: 5 } ee 


We shall have enough food for: civilian and non-civilian use in 1945 » 
as in 1944. However, our Victory gardeners given favorable growing -weather 
will be more sure thet they will have adequate supplies of the kinds of 
vegetables they like. best and-when they want. them. Home grown vegetables 
will aid in alleviating transportation: and distribution problems, which will - 
continue to exist in 1945, Millions of Victory gardeners have learned the 
joys of stepping out into the garden and selecting fot the day's meals 
several kinds ‘of fresh vegetables of high quality. In fact, the flavor 
and quality of vegetables right :from the garden,to the table is often so 
superior ‘to purchased vegetables:that Yictory gardeners found new- sities 
in eating vegetables, and Pe one ate more off them. 


_-The Department and the Federal and State.Extension Services: always 
promoted.home gardening before the war and willicontinue to do so -when peace 
comes again. They are concerned not:only.with a garden program,designed for 
the wartime emergency.but with an enduring one saelaaie mae ont ae tO play 8 an 
rae role in erenycay: life. 4 
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Here in Washington, we are well along in our plans for. the 1945. 
Victory Garden Program. ‘For éxample, we are going to have-an informational 
_kit for the use of Extension. BeRp te. § aud ren ERESER: ise Oo peda out 
local educational programs’, aia : ae 


: We are preparing: fies ee. facts, articles and other materials to 
the national, state and local organizations that are interested in promot- 
ing good gardens -- men's, women's, youth, civic, fraternal and other 
organizations. 
- We. are! Heountine. on eet eieiws use of. "ihe Endoene bibs: services, oe ee 

Department offAgriculture and.its agencies, including the use: eae the suit- 
able peta eked ‘by the dvb 


pest The Department will have available substantial quantities of Victory 
Garden publications to supplement those of the state colleges and others. 
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We will assist with Victory Garden radio programs for all available outlets. 

For example, the government sponsored program, “Hasten the Day," will feature’ 
Victory Gardens during the week of February 25 with transcriptions going to some 
600 radio stations throughout the country. Additional transcriptions will be 
included in the series which is currently supplied to Extension Editors. 


Two new Victory Garden motion pictures are being made by the Department for 
showing in the spring. 


Advertising support will be enlisted through a new fact-and-idea service which 
will be made available to advertisers, advertising agencies and advertising media. 


We plan to carry on an extensive program in the schools in cooperation with the 
Office of Hducation. 


Here in the Department we are planning as a climax to next year's garden season 
a big harvest show in the patio of the Administration Building. 


Time does not permit me to mention all of the preparations that are under way, 
but the examples I have cited will indicate to you that we are planning to use 
all facilities available to us that will contribute to the suécess of the 
Victory Garden Program for 1945, . 


Our studies show too well that many of our people live on wholly inadequate 
diets, The warnings of nutrition science that the yPoor physical condition of 
many, many people as a result of improper food habits must receive more attention. 
We know this condition exists with people who could well afford to buy fruits 
and vegetables needed to supply some of the required minerals and vitamins. But 
there are vast numbers who cannot afford the quantities of vegetables and fruits 
they should have. This may be all the more evident in wartime. <A good size 
vegetable garden in the home yard, ‘vacant lot or community garden, and of course 
on every farm, will make all the difference in the world in the family's food 
supply and its food habits. Even-a small garden will yield $25 to $50 worth of 
fresh vegetables. In fact, this item of money saving is considered so important 
that 55% of the Victory gardeners interviewed in a recent survey said that this 
was the chief motive that impelled them to have a Victory garden. Furthermore, 
gardening for: our city and town people is good fun and a most wholesome form of 
recreation. . 


So, all in all, we can hardly emphasize too much that home vegetable gardening 
where fertile, sunny ground is available should be carried on in normal times 

as well as in war, supplemented wherever possibie by home fruit plantings. This 
year we have about 6 million farm gardens and something over 12 million non-farm 
gardens. Next year we should be able to do at least as well. And even these 
figures would not include all of the families that ought to have gardens. 
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v ed Sor. ‘many of our city SeaeEe now. aad ee in. sd eat eae he ities rey ee 
tuations. ° Perhaps as: never ' ‘before, the conditions are right for ‘this. 
millions of pérsons “because of their Victory garden’ experience | ia 
to be enthusiastic about gardening ‘and things horticultural. ' Secondly, 


se of the said at has. not ‘been possible | to keep up and Fs home and cee ee 


meer. > 
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a may abelaak the following principal recemasnadtagn sr: 
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ive ‘urban, “suburban and rural ‘town ‘families, ee open, sunny fertile ; 
een arece inthe home lot, or who - have convenient access to good vacant 
or community gardens should have a Victory garden in 1945. Then they.) 
ll be eel mere sure: to have much peer eee of needed health pro- , 


ee, gardeners. dur ihe ee ‘aa three 
ntributed mach to their | own food supply and to the nation! Ss 


Reese.) While: much progress has been mete: ain this. ee 
Ee: a sh OnE eed to £0 in reaching the desired Boat, fae as may be” 


ilies ‘suffer Gon Maer dione per iel eng! se pee diseases decause of. the... 
ot protective foeds and poor s0G4 HabLbee hoist! De iGreen ieee MMe 


rie of certain so cedontiar: Fitamins and naaprela We ee 
eeen a ieee ot instructions for Mantis es eee bee 


‘leng season eeedenwi: Sack inns ouitt te iorowde a maximum ‘of \ 
a and leafy vegetables, yellow vegetables and tomatoes AD trea, 
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MORE HOME FRUIT GROWING weg 


In addition to growing adequate vegetable supplies for home use, 
farms, rural town homes and some suburban homes, could produce, for home 
use, fruits which can be grown under local climatic and soil conditions. 
Strawberries, bush fruits and grapes can be grown fairly easily in many, 
many areas. Cherries, plums and perhaps other stone fruits, likewise, are 
adapted to many areas. Apple and pears, because of insects and disease 
are more difficult to produce successfully, but -given attention will yield 
much fruit good for home use, Dwarf forms of these fruits, particularly, 
may be considered for small home plantations because they may be more 
easily sprayed and cared for than ordinary stocks. The delights of home 
grown fruits were long appreciated in earlier days of our country. They 


need to be more appreciated again, especially as we now value their health- 


fulness so much more. On thousands and thousands of our farms, the utter 
lack of home grown fruit is deplorable to say the least. Too often when 
such homes do not grow some fruit, but little is purchased, and families 
are deprived of zestful and healthful food. . 


EMPLOYEE GARDENS 


very encouragement should be given manufacturing plants, public 
utility and industrial concerns to promote: and provide vegetable gardens 
for their employees. Better health will result because of the better food 
and outdoor recreation obtained, and improved personnel relations result, 
When research indicated that 324 percent of the employees of a large manu- 
facturing plant showed less than a safe amount of Vitamin C in the blood, 
employers may well take notice. The provisions many large concerns have 
made for maintaining employee gardens is highly recommended. This work 
needs to be continued and expanded now, and after peace comes. 


MORE SCHOOL GARDENS 


The schools have made good progress in providing instruction in 


gardening, and life size garden space for pupils. However, school official: 
garden club leaders and other garden agencies could really do much to expan 
the opportunities for garden instruction. The example set by Cleveland and 


other cities in which gardening has a firm place in the curriculum might 
well be followed more generally. Much still has to be done by the schools 
in this field so important in building life long interests and attitudes. 


KEEP VACANT LOT GARDENS GROWING 
Community and vacant lot gardens need to be maintained wherever 
garden conditions are favorable. The leaders of such projects in some 
areas are making it possible to bring water to such garden plots, improve 
the plowing and soil fitting, and are. fertilizing with manures, sludge, 
vegetable matter, So many weedy, rubbish strewn, unsightly vacant lot 
areas have been transformed into Sightly and productive areas, that it 
does not seem we should go back to the old disorder. Moreover, these 
gardens have become centers of neighborliness and community spirit. 
Without them many, many urban people could not have a garden or have as 
Many vegetables for their tables. Persons of low incomes ,especially 
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inuing et Ledeh need, ae an seeenneg Bean Sear in the: 
- They will be needed and their leadership should be strengthened, 
that good direction may be given the garden programe They are needed — 
; enroll gardeners, to find and assign ground for those who do not have 
home garden space, give out information on gardening and encourage the — 
new gardeners, develop garden centers, find needed promotion and sponsor-— 
ship, organize community shows and other activities, maintain interest, 
Sota baen ed a new interest in the broader garden program. 


a Victory gardeners, rightfully so, are including the growing of some 
E sinwers: in their home gardens. This broad interest, where space permits, eae 
AY, teal 43 he rica a that flowers as well as vegetables grace the family ee 


n more easily enjoy (ie sunshine, fresh air and cheering greenery which 
should be ce. family's. right and pleasure. 


ional interest in the problem of civic and countryside improvement 
“beautification, that everyday living be made more beautiful and en- 
Local and State dara committees can well build on the great 


es hist make them more sightly, (3) The Ee of housing bona 
ions in industrial and low income areas, (4) Planning projected housing» 
developments to provide maximum outdoor space, lawn, trees, greenery, 
ee) Greenies the ae oF property owners and real 
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harmonious and beautiful living surroundings. (6) Improving and beautify-— 
ing water fronts and adjoining country’ and woods areas, (7) Landscaping 
of school grounds, public buildings, churches and improving and better 
maintaining cemeteries, (8) Removing unsightly roadside stands and: 
advertisements, (9) Encouraging nurseryman to recommend and provide some 
of the more desirable kinds of plants for foundation planting and the 
landscaping of home grounds. 


